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February 4, 2010

Honourable Darrell Dexter, Premier
Premier, Office of the Premier
7th Floor, One Government Place
1700 Granville Street
P.O. Box 726
Halifax, Nova Scotia    B3J 2T3

Dear Mr. Dexter:

It is with no small amount of concern that I write to you today as a resident of Annapolis Royal. Yesterday I attended a meeting of the 
Town Council of Annapolis Royal. I can tell you, that the Council Chambers and hallways were overflowing with concerned citizens 
knowing the agenda included an item concerning the potential closure of the Annapolis Community Health Centre’s ER. Grave concern 
was expressed by members of our community and the many others surrounding Annapolis – Victoria Beach, Karsdale, Port Wade, Port 
Royal, Granville Ferry, Lequille, Bridgetown, Clementsport, Bear River, Digby and those further afield on the Fundy shore in this and 
Digby County - regarding this possibility.

When I chose to move from Toronto a little less than three years ago and establish a business in Nova Scotia, one of the key factors in 
determining my new place of residence was proximity to a health care facility in the community. As a business owner that sees all ages of 
tourists from Canada, the United States and all over the world in my guest house, I can assure you that not only am I comforted in the 
knowledge that there is a medical facility for guests who may require it, but have been relieved when the occasions arose and my guests – 
visitors to our province - have required the services of our emergency room doctors.

We have been advised that should this local facility close, the next closest ER is in Middleton or Yarmouth. Contrary to what some 
believe, there is no ER at the Digby hospital. I would ask you to please give that fact some serious consideration. Consideration I suggest 
for not only the great distances to travel (and on potentially treacherous roads from November through May) but also consideration for the 
aging populace in both Annapolis and Digby Counties who are less ambulatory than many and often do not have ready access to 
transportation to travel such distances.

The possibility of this decision to close the ER, flies in the face of one of the key platforms on which you ran in the last election as 
elucidated in your Plan for Today’s Families. In fact, keeping ERs open is number two (2) in your plan. What happened? I am 
disappointed.

A facility such as this is an economic driver for this community. People want and need to live in a community where they are assured that 
their families will receive medical attention when needed. People’s decision to move to Annapolis inter alia is based on the fact that such 
a facility, staffed with qualified health care professionals, is present.

As you are all too aware, we are facing more than our share of hits from your own government – closing of the Yarmouth Ferry and 
draconian cuts in Annapolis’ GILT (Grant in lieu of Taxes) from Nova Scotia Power. Your government needs to step up to the plate and 
stop this bloodletting of this community which has been voted the most liveable small town in the world! Your government needs to 
recognize and acknowledge that this town which is considered to be the Cradle of Canada could be bereft of one of the fundamental 
principles that make Canada the country that so many others admire – access to universal health care.

I look forward to your doing the right thing for families and the elderly in rural Nova Scotia. The citizens of Nova Scotia, who voted for 
you in good faith and with great optimism, expect nothing less from your New Democratic government.

Sincerely

Suzan A. Hebditch
Annapolis Royal, Nova Scotia
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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