
Position Statement for the Annapolis West Health Foundation

Re: Possible Service Changes at

The Annapolis Community Health Centre

The  Annapolis  West  Health  Foundation  (AWHF)  is  a  non-profit  organization 
established in 1992.  It functions as the trustee of funds donated or bequeathed to the 
Foundation or the Annapolis Community Health Centre (ACHC), a full service facility 
in Annapolis Royal that provides basic health care.

An objective of the Foundation is to promote and support the present facilities and the 
role of the Annapolis Community Health Centre.   The mandate is to ensure sustainable 
funding  to  enhance  quality  health  and  wellness  initiatives  in  Annapolis  West.  We 
provide the financial resources that currently support five major initiatives:

• The Van Transportation Program

• The Palliative Care Program

• The Seniors’ Safety Program

• The Equipment Funding Program

• The Health Careers Education Program

As  health  care  costs  increase,  the  mandate  of  the  Foundation  becomes  even  more 
essential. Our job is to fill the financial gap left by the shortfall between government 
funding and the services we would like to maintain at the ACHC.

As  well  as  our  ongoing  program  supports,  over  the  years  the  AWHF  has  worked 
closely with Annapolis Valley Health to support the development of the Collaborative 
Practice  Model  for  local  physicians  at  the  Health  Centre.  The  inclusion  of  this 
collaborative practice has greatly enhanced the services at the Annapolis Community 
Health Centre and we have been told many times by Annapolis Valley Health that our 
Health Centre is a preferred model for health care delivery for areas such as ours. This 
interdisciplinary  model  has  attracted  new  physicians  to  our  area  without  financial 
incentives when other communities cannot attract them even with substantial financial 
incentives.
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The success of our collaborative practice and the ability to attract  new physicians is 
dependent upon the services and resources that are available at our Health Centre. The 
Foundation  is  prepared  to  work  collaboratively  with  Annapolis  Valley  Health  to 
strengthen the delivery of  health  care services  at  the Annapolis  Community  Health 
Centre. The Foundation cannot support any reductions in services or resources at the 
Health Centre that would undermine the effectiveness of the Collaborative Practice 
or its ability to attract new physicians to our area.  This especially refers to our 24 
hour, full service Emergency Room (ER), which in a real way, is the keystone of our 
care system at ACHC.

The Foundation encourages  Annapolis  Valley Health to  build on the success  of  the 
Annapolis Community Health Centre and establish it as a centre of excellence in rural 
health care delivery. By doing so we will continue to attract new physicians and better 
serve our community.
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